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October 30,2008

Chairman Kevin Martin
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

Ms. Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
455 1 ih Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Universal Service (CC Docket No. 96-45); DA 07-4719
Initiation of a Proceeding to Consider a Petition to Redefine Certain Rural
Telephone Company Service Areas in the State of Montana

I am sending this letter in support of a pending petition before the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) that involves Triangle Communications System, Inc. (Tri-Com), a small, rural
wireless telecommunications provider in Montana. As already approved by the Montana Public Service
Commission, the FCC should grant Tri-Com Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) status thus
allowing them to deploy additional wireless telecommunication services in the areas of Dodson,
Harlem, Malta, South Malta, Chester, Chinook, Hays, Turner and Whitewater.

The above noted areas wherein Tri-Com is requesting ETC status are very rural and in dire need of
improved cell phone service in the areas around our small communities. Dependable cell phone
service is essential when our students and school buses travel those rural roads in sub-zero
temperatures to and from school and other school sponsored activities. For someone having a medical
emergency or car trouble, the closest land line telephone to use for help may be several miles away.

Just as the Montana Public Service Commission has approved Tri-Com's request on this matter, I/we
ask that the FCC also rule in favor of Tri-Com in order to improve cellular services in our very rural part
of the world. Thank you for your time and immediate consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
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Triangle Communication System, Inc. Exhibit H

Coverage ILEC by Wire Center Population Square Miles Density Population Square Miles Density Population Square Miles Density

CENTRAL MONTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
DENTON 376 340.0 1.11          376 340.0 1.11              

ENTIRE DODSON 42 106.1 0.40          42 106.1 0.40               
FORT BENTON 1206 250.5 4.81          1206 250.5 4.81              
GERALDINE 415 525.5 0.79          415 525.5 0.79              

ENTIRE HARLEM 1385 254.6 5.44          1385 254.6 5.44               
HARLOWTON 1178 783.0 1.50          1178 783.0 1.50              
HOBSON 400 350.1 1.14          400 350.1 1.14              
JUDITH GAP 881 416.1 2.12          881 416.1 2.12              

ENTIRE MALTA 2312 296.2 7.81          2312 296.2 7.81               
MARTINSDALE 422 686.0 0.62          422 686.0 0.62              
MOORE 812 385.1 2.11          812 385.1 2.11              
STANFORD 514 418.8 1.23          514 418.8 1.23              
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS 452 335.2 1.35          452 335.2 1.35              

Total Population Coverage (2010 Census Blocks): 10,395          3,739        6,656             
Total Coverage Area (square mile): 5,147.21           656.94              4,490.28            

Total Density 2.02          5.69               1.48              

TRIANGLE TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSN., INC.
BIG SANDY 1401 530.0 2.64          1401 530.0 2.64              
BIG TIMBER 3457 1363.5 2.54          3457 1363.5 2.54              
BOXELDER 394 147.9 2.66          394 147.9 2.66              
BROADVIEW 1041 424.0 2.46          1041 424.0 2.46              

ENTIRE CHESTER 398 237.9 1.67          398 237.9 1.67               
ENTIRE CHINOOK 2382 1786.4 1.33          2382 1786.4 1.33               

GILDFORD 243 238.4 1.02          243 238.4 1.02              
ENTIRE HAYS 2186 1300.0 1.68          2186 1300.0 1.68               

HINGHAM 154 170.7 0.90          154 170.7 0.90              
HOPP-ILLIAD 566 1160.6 0.49          566 1160.6 0.49              
JOPLIN 823 659.1 1.25          823 659.1 1.25              
KREMLIN 229 225.1 1.02          229 225.1 1.02              
LOMA 333 482.5 0.69          333 482.5 0.69              
MELVILLE 550 641.1 0.86          550 641.1 0.86              
MOLT 1495 251.9 5.93          1495 251.9 5.93              
NORTH HAVRE 305 396.0 0.77          305 396.0 0.77              
RAPELJE 491 406.4 1.21          491 406.4 1.21              
REEDPOINT 582 320.2 1.82          582 320.2 1.82              
RUDYARD 362 487.6 0.74          362 487.6 0.74              
SIMPSON 359 452.5 0.79          359 452.5 0.79              
SOUTH CHESTER 518 337.1 1.54          518 337.1 1.54              
SOUTH HAVRE 4176 561.9 7.43          4176 561.9 7.43              

ENTIRE SOUTH MALTA 602 2111.1 0.29          602 2111.1 0.29               
ENTIRE SOUTH MALTA (N) 351 623.3 0.56          351 623.3 0.56               
ENTIRE TURNER 489 1052.9 0.46          489 1052.9 0.46               
ENTIRE WHITEWATER 551 973.56              0.57          551 973.6 0.57               

WINIFRED 763              1,016.24           0.75          763                1,016.24            0.75              

Total Population Coverage (2010 Census Blocks): 25,201          6,959        18,242           
Total Coverage Area (square mile): 18,357.78         8,085.18           10,272.60          

Total Density 1.37          0.86               1.78              

Total ILEC Service Area ETC Service Area
Proposed TCS Outside TCS

ETC Service Area
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